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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ®

Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : P - Mr, ScHwinn / DATE: 2/{&' 4

v ‘)/
FROM : PL (PVI) - Miss Ruckh '&
SUBJECT: Attached draft reply to Mrs, Connors.

I feel the draft letter to Mrs, Connors with the revision
suggested by EE in ite memo of January 29 is sufficiently respon-
sive, in view of the delicacies of the Katyn matter., In addition,
I would suggest that the reply contain some wording to the effect
that we regret that there has been an inadvertent delay in reply-
ing.

DC/R
Anal.g_é.-
Rev

——

osZ/-"/97/9'8r9 M4







CONFIDENTIAL
MELORANDUM January 25, 1951
TO: P - Mr, Schwinn

THRU: FRS John Hamilton.w

FROM: FPRS Chester H. OpalQup

SUBJECT: Katyn lassacre

I think the draft letter gives the impression that the
U.S. government officially holds the Russians guilty of the
Katyn Massacre, We are making an assumption sbout the "truth"™ when we
state, as we do at the top of page 2 of the draft letter, that "the
me jority of the people of Poland arein no doubt &s to the truth con-
cerning this dreadful episode", The implicetion is clear in the ka’/
passage cited,

I should like to recall that Charles Thayer, when he was in
Warsaw, stated thet he had spent a month of intensive official
investigation of the Ketyn case and had reported he was not convinced
one way or another, Further, I have the distinet impression thet when
the Voice of America presented a series of programs on Mikolajezyk's
book, The Rape of Poland, the one chapter that wes omitted -- and
deliberately =-- wes the one on Katyn.

cSCi-11/9219°8¥9 M4

This is no place to go into the pros and cons, of course, (&
reading of the Goebbels Diaries, for example, is almost sufficient to
confirm thaet the Russians did it, because Goebbels talks of what a
windfall the discovery of the mass grave wes for German propegandists.
But even he may have been duped by the reports his own military had
given him,) Nevertheless, I should suggest that VOA now stands on
good ground simply by reporting developments. The inference that the
ULS. government holds the Russians guilty can easily be drawn -=- per-
haps too easily, The British usually handled both the pros and cons
of the case, as you remember; the matter was handled "objectively"
but the case against the Russiens was stronger than the other and
carried itself.

W/ 30

For all these reasons, it is suggested that the passage about@gz'
the majority of Poles knowing the truth be stricken, ’/g

Attachments sent to EE - Mr, Johnson on January 24.

PRS sCHOpel :mth 01 32 99

CONFIDENTIAL

| DECLASSIFIED

| Authority NV D $32.924
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January 13, 1951

MEMDRANDUM

TO: P = Mr, Joseph B, Philli
- Mr, Jesse M, MacKnight

(1)

_Mr. Joseph-Sitrick—
P/POL = Mr..Oven-Stephens Igugﬁg

FRS — Mpy Ghester fpal
IBD/NY - Mr. Edwin Kretzmann
EE =~ lir. Valdemar Johnson
PVI -~ Miss Grace B, Ruckh

FROM: P - Walter K, Schwinn

SUBJECT: Katyn Massacre

Attached is a draft reply te an inquiry concerning broad-
casts by the Voice of America about the massacre at Katyn.
Attached also is a file of pertinent data. Inasmuch as this
reply may need to be made several times to different inquiries,
your careful and prompt comment would be appreciated.

Attachments:

Draft reply to Mrs. Connors.

Ltr. from Mrs. Connors dtd 11/12/50

Memo to Mr, Kohler from Mr. Schwinn
dtd 12/22/50

Memo to Mr. Schwinn from Mr. Kretzmann
w/two attachments, dtd // 9/51

Congressional Record dtd 12/11/50

Anal _?29-
ﬂ ’ restricted
E‘V___._._..T_‘ /
C:xt_--_/..é. ?\\;\ X 01 9300

os7r-1/

| DECLASSIFIED

| Authority NVD $32924
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January 13, 1951

DRAFT LETTER

My dear Mrs. Connors:

I refer to your letter of November 12, 1950,

Contrary to the impression that you have been given,the Voice of
America has on many occasions breddeaaﬂl. te other countries, and expecially
to Poland, news concerning the massacre at Katyn, In the last four months
of 1950 the broadcasts to Poland carried eight specific items with regard
to the massacre., These included news items of the report on the massacre ‘\’7
made by Lt, Col. John Van Vldet, of the letter addressed to Andrei Vishinsky S
by the American Committee for the Investigation of the Katyn Massacre, of
N\
.
of the Supreme Council of the Polish American Congress in lashington]and t\<)

the references to Katyn in the summary of the proceedings at the convention

of the resolution addressed to the General Assembly at the United Nations a\

.
by the Polish American Congress requesting an investigation of the massacre. ¢ |

In addition, a number of other references were made to the massacre in the e
broadcasts., Earlier in the year, an extended news accoun@l was given of the '\\\
testimony with regard to the massacre given before a—commitbee—ef the Foreign t::

Relations Committee of the Senate of the United States, \;\

|

As you will see, the people of Poland and of the world are advised by T3
'

\

Q

the Voice of America of the fqgts concerning the massacre at Katyn., fthe

Mrs. James F, Connors
397 Appleton Street
Holyoke, Massachusetts




..'

great majority of the people of Poland are in no doubt as to the truth
o
concerning this dreadful episode, and they look to the Voice of Aner:lca

to keep them cerrsctly informed concerning this and other important develop=
e

ments bearing uponﬂtheir past, their present and their future., The confi-
dence thus placed on the Voice imposes upon it a heavy respknaibil:lty te
maintain its reputation for accuracy 1in Itys’ {madcasting and for reliability
in its guidanece to the thinking of the people of Poland in the eritical
situation which now confrents the world,

I am sure that you will agree that the Voice of America has
discharged its responsibilities ably and well,

Very sincerely,

ce: P -« Mr. MacKnight
- Mr, Phillips
P/POL - Mr. Stephens
PVI - Miss Ruckh
PRS = Mr, Opal
EE « Mr. Johnson
IBD/NY - Mr. Kohler

P:WKSehwinn:idp
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COMMENT & RETURN
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INITIALS NEEDED
INSTRUCT
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KEEP ME ADVISED
LEGAL MATTER
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REWRITE
SEE ME
S IGNATURE REQUIRED
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RESTRICTED

MEMORANDUN

s
T0 ¢+ IBD/NY ~ lir. Kohler J:'-—v <L /7

F ROM t P = Walter K, Schwinn
SUBJECTS Information Concerning Broadcasts on Katyn.

In order to reply to requests, imspired in large part by the
activities of Mr. Epstein, concerning broadcasts about the massaere
at Katyn. I wonder if you would be good emough to ask Mr. Gdynski

—
to 1ist, if he can, dates on which news and commentaries about Katyn \
have been broadcast to Peland. In addition, the mews desk might be >
asked to indicate when been included in the
basiec news file Is this a possibility? S~

EE has been given sotion on these replies, but has asked P to X
work up a basic send a draft to you simultaneously with e
transmission to EE and that your comments are taken into -
account in the final draft, o

"
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

_ RESTRICTED
Oﬁice Memorandum - vNiTED sTATES GOVERNMENT
TO - -. Ir . Walter K. Schwinn

DATE:

FROM : IBD - Edwin M, J. Kretzmn% N\ January 9, 195¢
SUBJECT: Coverage of Katyn Massacre of 1950

In response to your undated memorandum received by us on

December 28, Mr, Gidynski has prepared a list of broadeasts which

M
=
dealt with the Katyn Massacre in 1950, which is attached. I
)}
would like to call your attention to Mr, Gidynski's suggestion n
)
regarding possible future handling of this subject. .
M
There 1s also attached the news stories which were put out -
V)
on four different occaslons in 1949 and 1950. 9)
I ~
I
[V
a1
o
Attachments
Q
7))
-
=
S
! DC/R X 01 330 s ':Q
! x
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| ! \\
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To:
Through:
Froms

Subject:

L

INTEROFFICE MEMCRANDUM

Mr, Edwin M, J, Kretzmamn

Mr, Alfred Puhan

Joseph C, Gidynski

Coverage of Katyn Massacre in 1950

Throughout 1950 the Polish Unit gave the following coverage
to the Katyn massacre:

DRR, Jamuary 24, 1950, News Item on genocide hearings before Senate
sub-committee. 19 line summary &f Judge Blair F. Gunther's testimony
on the Katyn massacre,

DRR, September 19, 1950. 36 lines of news on Lt, Col, John Van Vliet's
report on the Katyn crime which was made public by the U,S., Defense
Department,

ACE, September 20, 1950, Above 36 lines news item was repeated,

DRR, September 24, 1950. 8 lines on Van Vliet report in the review of
the week'!s events.

ACE, October 6, 1950. 4 lines satirical trifle reading in prose
translation: In Korea the Comrmunist hordes are perpetrating murders
of prisoners of war just as happened at Katyn ... only there are no
Germans in Korea,

ACE, October 26, 1950. Six lines in the news roundup on the Katyn
Committeet!s letter to Vishinsky,

DRR, November 20, 1950, Four line reference to Katyn in the summary of
the proceedings at the Convention of the Supreme Council of the Polish
American Congress in Washington., (Rozmarek stated that the Polish

American Congress was working toward £ixing the blame for the Katyn murder)

ACE, November 216 1950, Three lines mention of the resolution of the
0

Polish American

ngress to the U.N. General Assembly demanding an

investigation of the Katym erime within the frame=-work of the genocide
convention,

DRR, November 21, 1950, Five line mention of the above resclution in
news roundup,

There were also a number of other references to Katyn scattered throughout

our broadeasts, but It is very difficult to locate them as they were in
comection with a variety of subjects.

1-1/9219°849 M3

P9 T




II. May I suggest that if proper clearance from Washington could
be obtained, the Polish Unit prepare and play a series of objective

features on Katyn under the following headings:

1.

2e

3.

Lia
5e

How the Katyn massacre came to world
attention,

The German and the Soviet versions of the
Katyn massacre.

The Katyn massacre in the Nurenber%
trial,

Later literature on the Katyn massacre,

The American Committee for the Imvestigation
of the Katyn Crime,




On November 22, 1949 the News Desk carried the following items

"NEW YORK: Formation of a new group to gather evidence in comnection
with the Katyn Massacre in which 11,000 polish prisoners were slain near
Smolensk early in World War II was announced yesterday. Headed by former
American Ambassador to Poland, Arthur Bliss Lane, the American Committee
for the investigation of the Katyn Massacre, Inc,, called for a full
investigation of the matter, Andrei Vishinsky was among those invited to
testify before the committee."

In reporting testimony before a Senate Foreign Relations Sub-Committee
VOA carried the following January 24, 19503

"The Sub-Committee heard a specific accusation that the Soviet Union

comnitted the mass murder of forty three hundred Polish officers near Katym,

west of Smolensk, and of eleven thousand other officers elsewhere in Poland,

sometime after the Russian invasion of Poland in September, 1939.
The charge was made by Judge Blair F, Gunther, a county jurist of

Pittsburgh and spokesman for Arthur Bliss Lane, former United States Ambassador

to Poland and chairman of the American Committee for the investigation of the

Katyn Massacre.

Judge Gunther declared that the "extermination of these fifteen thousand

three hundred Polish officers represents undoubtedly the greatest military
crime in recent history =- a military crime not even matched by Hitler."




Item carried by VOA on September 19, 1950

"WASHINGTON: The Defense Department yesterday released without comment
an American officer's statement on the World War II massacre of thousands of
Polish officers in the Katyn Forest, near Smolensk. In his statement,
Lieutenant Colonel John H, Van Vliet, Jr., a former prisoner of war of the
Germans, voiced the belief that the Russians were responsible for the massacre.

Colonel Van Vliet'!s views were set forth in a memorandum in which he
sald he was forced to visit the site of the massacre in April, 1943. An American
Major, a Sout: African Officer, and Captain Stanley Gilder, were also forced
to go to the grave site, which the Germans showed them as alleged proocf of
Russian atrocities.

Colonel Van Vliet said he at first thought the Germans were trying to use
him for propaganda purposes. He later concluded that the Russians actually
had conducted a systematic massacre of the Polish Army Officers, and buried them
in the Katyn Forest before the Germans oucupied the area.

The Defense Department also made public a statement made by Captain Gilder.
The British Medical Officer estimated that there were about eleven thousand
bodies in the mass graves, and that about thirty-five hundred of them had
already been exhumed whem the Germans showed him and the American prisoners
the site in the forest. Russia had claimed that the Germans themselves had

conducted the massacre."




Letter to Vishinsky by Lane as reported on VOA wire October 26, 1950

"NEW YORK: The American Committee for the Investigation of the Katyn
Massacre -- a private organization -- has ealled on Soviet Foreign Minister
Vishinsky to help establish the facts of the mass killing of four thousand
Polish officers near Katyn during the war, This request, made in a letter to
Mr. Vishinsky, was signed by Committee Chairman, Arthur Bliss Lane, former
U. S, Ambassador to Poland." '
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